
Fire Protection EFCOG Subgroup

Teleconference Minutes

9/29/2004

A telephone conference was conducted on 9/29/2004 from 1300 until approximately 1445 hours Eastern Time with Fire Protection personnel from Department of Energy (DOE) sites across the country.  A list of the personnel who participated is shown in Attachment 1.  The call was informative and involved good discussion on a number of topics.

Following is a recap of the agenda items covered:

I. Establish Telephone Protocol

Everyone was asked to introduce themselves and state which site they represented.

Everyone was reminded to identify themselves when they were speaking.

The time limit for the conference was stated as being 2 hours.

II.
Review Agenda and Modify as Appropriate
The first task was a review of the agenda. There were no changes made to the published agenda.

II. Benchmarking of Inspection, Testing and Maintenance

Bob Bitter led the discussion on benchmarking of Inspection, Testing and Maintenance (ITM).  Peter Feng expanded on the discussion by explaining that the eventual intent of benchmarking ITM would be to look at how sites within the Complex do inspection and testing and where modifications to the requirements may be in place.  A good part of the discussion involved how we might share information among sites on how sites justify deviations from the NFPA requirements.  It is felt that the development of the benchmarking information is a good first step in identifying who is doing what.  Attached to the email that was used to transmit these minutes is a draft spreadsheet from Bob Bitter.  Everyone is asked to provide feedback to Bob Bitter.

Path Forward on MPFL determination

Rich Lewis led a discussion on a path forward on the effort to revise the guidance on MPFL determination.  This discussion focused on the original proposed revision to DOE guidance document DOE G 440.1-5 - Department of Energy (DOE) Implementation Guide for use with DOE Orders 420.1 and 440.1 dated September 30, 1995.  It was decided to reissue the proposed revision and request comments.  The consensus was that whatever proposal is made it needs to be workable and does not take an inordinate amount of time or resources to implement.  The proposal is attached to the email that was used to transmit these minutes.  Everyone is asked to comment and return those comments to Richard Lewis.  If you don’t agree with the proposal as written, please provide specific comments or develop a new proposal that might be considered.

NFPA Committee Members Listing

Rich Lewis led a discussion on the development of a list of NFPA Committee members.  The list has been developed based on input received to date.  It will be posted on the Fire Protection Subgroup Web Site in the near future.  Any changes to the list (additions, deletions, revisions) should be provided to Rich Lewis.  The address of the Fire Protection Subgroup Web Site is http://www.efcog.org/workgroups/epwog-fp/.  The list is attached to the email used to transmit these meeting minutes.

Proposed Change to NFPA 72 on Mass Notification

Bob Bitter led a discussion on the proposed revision to NFPA 72 regarding mass notification.  Bob Bisker (DOE-HQ) also provided his opinion on the issue.  Comments are requested to the proposal prior to November 8, 2004.  It was decided that, based on the comments received, the EFCOG Fire Protection Subgroup would establish a position on the matter and present that position at the next Technical Committee meeting.  A copy of the proposal has been attached to the email used to transmit these meeting minutes.  Comments should be sent to Bob Bitter.

Testing of Duct Detectors in Accordance with NFPA 72

Peter Feng led a discussion on the testing of duct detectors per NFPA 72.  Specifically, Peter was interested in finding out if other sites were having difficulty complying with the inspection requirements due to accessibility issues.  The majority of sites responded that they were in compliance or had taken a position that testing was not required unless there was indications of a problem since the detectors are typically supervised.

Fire Sprinkler Piping Internal Inspections and 5 Year Valve Inspections
Peter Feng led a discussion on the internal piping inspections of sprinkler piping and the 5-year internal valve inspections for check valves and alarm check valves.  Specifically, Peter was interested in learning what other sites were doing relative to these inspections.  Some sites are completing the internal inspections and others are not.  Rich Lewis will send Peter two Equivalencies written at SRS that provide an alternate method for the 5 year internal valve inspections (basically SRS is not doing the internal inspections unless there is an indication of a problem).

Identification of Additional Issues of Interest

No additional issues of interest were identified during the call.  Anyone who has something to contribute is encouraged to do so.

Jim Bisker was asked about the status of the revision to DOE O420.1A and the status of the 851 Rule proposal.  The revision to 420.1A will probably be out later this year for final review.  Jim has sent an update on the 851 Rule to the Fire Protection Subgroup distribution.

IV.
Close   

The call was closed by going “around the room”.  There were no additional comments.

Attachment 1

Telephone Conference Participants

	Name
	Location

	Jim Bisker
	DOE-HQ

	Dave Kuzmeskus
	Savannah River Site

	Steve Nashatker
	Savannah River Site/Savannah River National Laboratory

	Richard Lewis
	Savannah River Site

	Peter Feng
	Sandia National Laboratory

	Roy Nelson
	Argonne National Laboratory – West

	Bruce Campbell 
	Rocky Flats – Hughes Associates

	Karen Lesko
	Hanford -WTP

	Kurt Zimmerman
	Oak Ridge - Y12 Plant

	Kam Ng
	Nevada Test Site

	Bob Bitter
	Kansas City Plant

	Gary Piermattei
	Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory


1
1

