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Participants: 

Gary Shamber 

Ross Fanning 
Bob Roulston 

Mike Huff 
Mike McCoy 

Gretchen Farnung 

Norbert Golchert 
Steve Birrer 

Steve Woodbury 
Boyd Deaver 

Denise Rayburn 

Steve Sheneman 
Jim Stafford 

David Folse 

 

1) Safety Topic (anyone) 

a) Keep your eyes on path, with the storms and winter activities.  
Wildlife area also a hazard to consider. 

 

2) Update on workshop (Shamber) 

a) Workshop will occur at Big Sky MT, June 17-19, with a Friday 

session for EFCOG on the 20th, as part of the Federal 
Environmental Symposium (Tues-Thursday).  Gretchen Farnung is 

the organizer for EFCOG. 

b) Gary Shamber will send out a draft on topics, people asked to 

respond to Gretchen (general call for papers focused on DOE 
needs).  We need to get a call for Papers out in early January, so 

input is needed.  The call for the symposium going out Jan. 11th 
Submittals can be sent through FEDCENTER symposium – we will 

link with the Federal symposium.  The scope is federal agency wide, 
but will have numerous sessions relating to the new Executive 

order, which the DOE orders will be implementing.  Steve 
Woodbury‟s interest is to keep EFCOG from „stove-piping‟ just to 

DOE issues, but to seek information across the federal agency 
universe. 

c) Gary noted that we will also be trying to integrate into the course of 

the entire symposium break-outs for EFCOG. 

d) Steve mentioned that the Environmental Symposium will also occur 

in Bethesda MD two-weeks earlier. 

 

3) HQ happenings (Woodbury) 

a) An EMSAN call took place yesterday.  O 450.1 is in REVCOM, with 

comments due 1/10/08, provided through the designated DOE POC.  
Expect a month to resolve comments, with issuance of the order in 

March 08. 
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b) 12/2008 was deadline in the EO/DOE O – for implementing EMS 
(for those who hadn‟t) and for meeting the new certification 

requirements.  This has been extended to March 2009 to give sites 
1 year 

c) O 430.2 is being worked by DOE-EE in support of the EO – the 
REVCOM is closed with over 200 pages of comments (comments 

can be viewed if you have access).  EE will be working hard to 
resolve all questions by end of this week.  Steve Birrer had noted 

some themes (lot of requirements that don‟t make sense to closure 
sites; how can people meet the deadlines as proposed; rejection by 

HQ of all the concerns – that decisions will be made by the site 
offices; who is going to pay for doing this).  Steve B. recommended 

strongly that all take a look. 

d) EMS Reporting: Steve noted all but one site have submitted data 
(expected by this Friday); this will help DOE get the report in on 

time.  Many thanks. 

e) There is an interagency team on implementation of the EO, which is 

considering multi-site/organizational EMS processes (e.g., SPR, SNL 
(two states); Western Power Authority.  This organizational 

approach has raised a number of issues that are being investigated 
by Steve Woodbury.  He would appreciate contacts if any members 

have experience with this concept.  Particularly, he is looking at 
when many sites may have shared responsibilities for similar 

activities/operations.  This group will report out in a few months. 

 

4) General Discussion  

a) Steve Birrer: 

i) Action from the LV meeting, regarding validation of an EMS by 

„organization outside the scope of the EMS‟.  Steve has shown 
the language to their corporate audit group, who responded un-

conditionally “YES”.  Steve Woodbury indicated this has been 
raised during the EMSAN call and during the Interagency WG 

meetings – he indicated they are looking for some very specific 
language that defines this „independent auditing” capability.  

ACTION ITEM: Ross Fanning will discuss with Steve how best to 
provide to Steve Woodbury information (Organizational charts 

and charters) that establish relationships and discussion as to 
why a corporate audit group might be independent. Gary asked 

if the site offices would be responsible for deciding – Steve W. 
indicated that the site offices would still need some specific 
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guidance and criteria for making judgment, though the decision 
will likely reside within the Site/Program offices.   

ii) During the EMSAN call, there was discussion on his effort for 
elimination of DOE oversight where ISO14001 registration 

audits.  General sense of discussion from Steve Woodbury was 
that if a site/program office was concerned about the 

qualifications of an registration auditor, the appropriate place for 
concern is directly between the site and the contractor.   Norbert 

observed that some concern might be that an ISO registration 
audit might not focus on issues of concern to DOE.  Steve W. 

indicated that this is being addressed by guidance being 
developed.  Steve Sheneman noted that any audit is to be 

performed against the criteria established by the organization, 

which should include the DOE focus issues. 

b) Gary Shamber: Does anyone have a location for benchmarking on 

cost/container, FTE‟s, wiring diagrams on their waste management 
program.   

5) Please consider how we can use the symposium to reach out to other 
WGs, as well as focus on some DOE organizations.   

6) Next Call: January 10, 2008 


