
EFCOG Electrical Safety Subgroup 
Teleconference Meeting Minutes 

March 12, 2008 
Submitted by Jackie McAlhaney 

 
Attendees 
 
Lloyd Gordon    Glenn Morton   Pat Tran, DOE 
Joe Kilar    Chip Barnhart  Bobby Gray 
Max Wright    Sal Sferrazza  Bobby Sparks  
Don Harvey    Jackie McAlhaney  Dave Anderson 
Gary Dreifuerst   Keith Schuh   Dave Mills 
Mark McNellis   Scott Gilmore  Russell Harwood 
John Pearson   Bill Lowry   Cliff Ashley 
Jim Follansbee   Clyde Saunders  Todd Kujawa 
Joe Otto    Keith Knotts   Keith Gershon 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Lloyd Gordon chaired and welcomed everyone to the March teleconference.  
Lloyd mentioned that we still need subgroup representation from ORNL, 
Jefferson Labs and Lawrence Livermore.  Bobby Gray responded that 
membership requires a commitment from the members management that they 
can support the EFCOG initiatives. 
 
Recent Electrical Occurrences 
 
Lloyd requested discussion from any participants on recent events but none were 
mentioned.   
 
Bobby Gray reported that we can provide the DOE electrical safety event charts 
to all members now without waiting for the release approval.  Bobby said that we 
now have a blanket approval to release these charts as they are updated 
monthly based on the generic format. 
   
Spring Meeting Plans 
 
Lloyd discussed plans for the Spring EFCOG Electrical Safety Subgroup meeting 
in Dallas on March 17-18 at the Hyatt Regency Reunion Tower.  Lloyd informed 
the group that we normally have three subgroup meetings per year.  The Spring 
meeting is used to plan for the activities and tasks that will be worked during the 
year.  The Summer meeting is used as a workshop and working meeting where 
groups can get together and work on specific topics.  The Fall meeting is used to 
wrap up the past years activities and to develop the end-of year report of 
accomplishments to submit to EFCOG.     
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Lloyd also covered the agenda for the Spring meeting and said that we currently 
have about 15-20 members registered to attend.   He encouraged all to register if 
they plan to attend.   
 
Jackie reminded everyone that the IEEE Electrical Safety Workshop will 
commence on Tuesday afternoon at 1:00 after we conclude our EFCOG 
meeting.   
 
The website for registering for the Spring EFCOG meeting is: 
 
 http://www.efcog.org/wg/esh_es/events/ESSG_Spring_08_Meeting/ESSG_Spring_08_Meeting.htm 

 
Summer Electrical Safety Workshop Plans 
 
Lloyd briefed the group on plans for the summer DOE Electrical Safety Meeting 
and Workshop on July 28 to August 1.  The workshop will be sponsored by 
NREL and held at the Denver Marriott West. He mentioned that he recently 
forwarded emails to past attendees to notify them about the upcoming workshop 
date and registration website.    Lloyd said that the summer meeting will include 
workshop sessions on the severity tool, arc flash for DC and batteries, and 
planning for the DOE Electrical Safety Handbook.   
 
Jackie mentioned that the technical part of the program for the summer meeting 
is tentatively set and includes presentations by several recognized experts from 
outside the DOE including James Stallcup, Hugh Hoagland, Ken Mastrullo and 
Dr. P.K. Sen.  Jackie mentioned that James Stallcup will provide a 3-4 hour 
tutorial on NFPA 70B, Electrical Equipment Maintenance, on Monday afternoon 
and how it relates to electrical safety.   
 
Bobby Gray commented that we should also consider including a workshop 
session on NFPA 70B at the summer meeting so we can develop a position to 
recommend to DOE on its applicability and use.   Lloyd agreed that this would be 
a good idea. 
 
Todd Kujawa suggested that we also include a workshop session on CFR851 to 
discuss how each site adopts the latest NEC.   Lloyd responded that this request 
will be considered when we get together at our Spring meeting.  
 
Don Harvey asked if there is any official guidance for using the severity 
measurement tool.  Lloyd responded that the tool is currently being used by 
several sites as a guide in ORPS reporting for electrical events to ensure 
consistency.  Lloyd also reminded everyone that we will add some Q&A’s to the 
Center of Excellence website that will help in using the severity tool. 
 
 

http://www.efcog.org/wg/esh_es/events/ESSG_Spring_08_Meeting/ESSG_Spring_08_Meeting.htm
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Bobby Sparks requested that we include a workshop at our summer meeting on 
“hands-on” training for the electrical worker.  Lloyd responded that this is a good 
topic and the next phase of the Center of Excellence will also promote this type 
of training.   Lloyd said that these training modules may reside at some of the 
sites or be provided in a portable configuration so they could be relocated and 
used around the complex. 
 
ES&H EFCOG STEERING COMMITTEE 
 
Lloyd briefed the group on his participation at the recent EFCOG ES&H steering 
committee meeting in Washington DC.  He said that he informed the steering 
committee with our current status and provided them with our plans and 
objectives for 2008.  He shared the past accomplishments of our subgroup with 
the committee including the development of the COE website, new chapters in 
the DOE Electrical Safety Handbook, the severity tool and training modules and 
the summer workshop and monthly teleconferences.  Lloyd also informed the 
steering committee of our 08 goals and told them that we plan to review these 
goals at our Spring meeting next week.  Bobby Gray reminded the group that we 
can always take on new goals throughout the year. 
 
Bobby Gray reported that he recently presented a paper on our Electrical Safety 
Improvement Project at the Waste Management Conference in Arizona.  Bobby 
said the paper was well received by the group and the oral presentation part 
dealing with the severity measurement tool was nominated for Best Presentation. 
 
 
Application of 2008 NEC for CFR851 Compliance 
 
Dave Mills discussed the methodology being used at Savannah River Site to 
adopt the 2008 NEC.  He explained that he was performing a detailed line by line 
review of the 2008 NEC to justify that the requirements in the latest Code have 
not been relaxed from the 2005 edition that is required in CFR851.  Lloyd 
commented that we should include this topic for more discussion in our Spring 
meeting.  Lloyd also suggested that we need to establish a means to provide 
interpretations from our subgroup to DOE.  Don Harvey commented that only the 
Office of General Council can provide official interpretations for CRF851 and 
suggested that we work with HS11 to establish this protocol. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1145 Eastern Time.  The next teleconference is 
scheduled for Wednesday April 9, 2008. 


