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Attendees 
Lloyd Gordon 
Mark McNellis 
Jackie McAlhaney 

Bobby Gray 
T David Mills 
Mike Hicks 

Chip Barnhart 
Scott Gilmore 
Pat Tran 

 
Welcome 
Teleconference was chaired by Bobby Gray 
 
Agenda Item one- Recent Occurrences: 
Bobby stated that the recent occurrence matrix has not yet been released because it now has to 
go through the review and approval process at Hanford and that he’s looking to by pass this 
since it does not contain any new information. 
 
Bobby stated that the new matrix, accurate as of November 30 included 9 events and that 
trends are going down again for shocks and near misses. Many causes could be attributed to 
inadequate hazard analysis. 
 
Bobby commented on a presentation from the Manager? at Brookhaven Laboratory on work 
controls by R&D laboratories. 
 
Mark asked if these controls would address researchers with a “can-do” attitude making 
seemingly simple reparations and have an example of a researcher at Sandia cutting an 
extension cord while energized in an attempt to modify a power strip.  
 
Lloyd offered that LANL now has a worker qualification card for laboratory electrical workers. An 
ESO or manager validates the worker’s qualifications. 
 
Bobby mentioned that he has concerns over events caused by change of scope and would like 
next years team to address this. 
 
Agenda Item Two- Spring Meeting  
 
Bobby stated that IEEE has offered to let us use a room in the Hyatt during next springs 
Electrical Safety Conference. But that registration would cost non-members $500 and an 
additional $200 if attendees were not staying at the Hyatt whose rates are about $23 above the 
DOE per diem rates. 
 
Bobby also stated that he has sent this information on to Mike Madison and Tony Umeck but 
has not heard back yet. 
 
Jackie asked if there were any local hotels that would honor the per diem rates 
Bobby said probably but that folks registered for the IEEE conference would get penalized $200 
for not stating at the Hyatt. 



EFCOG ELECTRICAL SAFETY SUBGROUP 
TELECONFERENCE MINUTES FOR 12/12/2007 

Submitted by Mark McNellis 
 

2 
 

 
Jackie stated that this was a reimbursable cost though 
David Mills said that he would confirm with the IEEE organizers that the meeting rooms would 
indeed be free. 
 
Jackie mentioned that the IEEE conference had lined up some great speakers and a tutorial on 
Friday 
Lloyd asked that we send out a poll to see who can attend 
Mark said that he would do this through Outlook. 
Bobby mentioned that this was an opportunity for us to attend both meetings 
 
Agenda Item Three- Summer Conference: 
Sal was not on-line so Bobby mentioned that we did not yet have a date but that we would need 
one firmed up soon.  
 
Agenda Item Four- 10 CFR 851 compliance as it pertains to new code revisions: 
The question was asked how sites are to address new code revisions and if this would be out of 
compliance with 10 CFR 851. 
 
Bobby mentioned that he had an interpretation form the DOE 851 guidance document that 
stated sites could use a new code if more conservative that that identified in the document and 
that any citation for following a newer code would result in a deminimus fine at most.  
 
Lloyd asked if he could post this interpretation on the Center of Excellence web site 
Bobby said yes. 
 
Agenda Item Five- Handbook update: 
Bobby suggested that since Lloyd was still working on the last four chapters that we send Pat 
Tran the first nine chapters for review 
Lloyd said that he would continue to work on the remaining chapters. 
 
Open Discussion 
Mike Hicks asked Lloyd if he has sent Jeannie Boyle the guidance spread sheet for 
investigators to use when using the Severity Index Tool.  
 
Lloyd said that had not yet but that he will do it.  
 
Mark asked Mike which scoring criteria we use since DOE HQ has issued a memorandum 
encouraging use of the tool.  
 
Mike said that we should use the current reporting criteria until revisions are made by the ORPS 
EFCOG working group.  
 
Bobby thanked everyone for a successful year and for everyone’s support 
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Lloyd stated that next years top priorities would be  
Completion of the handbook 
Continue to develop the Center of Excellence web site 
Subcontractor/facilities issues 
Promoting the task group and recruiting new members 
Putting on a great summer workshop 
 
Bobby asked Lloyd if he will continue to hold monthly teleconferences 
Lloyd answered yes. 
 
Bobby stated that he hopes this group could improve from good to great over the next year. 
 
Meeting ended at 8: 51 Pacific time 
Next teleconference is scheduled for January 9, 2008 
 
 
 
 

 


