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Clarification of RCO Input Needs 

for Emergency Responders

Don’t waste time on unnecessary briefings

ÅDetermined that Bunker Gear and SCBA are adequate 

for all postulated fires (except Tritium Facilities) –

Therefore, no reason to delay firefighter entry for 

briefing on contamination.

ÅFor a contaminated injury, firefighters will also respond 

in full gear, but RCO may recommend reduced 

respiratory protection.  

ÅEPDs will provide adequate dose control for all events.
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Developed Specific Training for the Removal 

of Contaminated Bunker Gear

ÅThe need for the training was identified through drills.

ÅJoint team of firefighters and RCIs developed process

ïPriority to get firefighters off the SCBA and onto 

filtered air

ïUse the equivalent of a double step-off pad to create 

a transition zone

ïVideo developed to promote consistency 
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Established Emergency Drills 

for Use in Mock-up Facility

ÅSupports team training by RCO and Operations

ÅDrilling outside the facility allows for a more 

realistic time-line

ÅAlso allows RCO to carry the drill to conclusion, 

including personnel decontamination (Facility 

drills normally end once the scene is secured)
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Involvement  of RCO in Live Burn Training

ÅPractice contamination control 

with hot, sweaty, tired firefighters 

who are running out of air.

ÅLearn response to SCBA alarms.

ÅLearn to communicate during a 

real fire

ÅAlso important training for 

firefighters to better understand 

what to expect in a real event
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Established Process for Prompt 

RAP Support of Contaminated injury

ÅProcedures require Radiological Assistance Program (RAP) 

support if contamination is found off-site.

ïEnsures proper notifications

ï Involves personnel trained to deal with public and media

ÅWhen an ambulance is dispatched, conference call initiated to 

establish response plan:

ïRAP (DOE and WSRC)

ïRCO (affected facility)

ïRPS (Manager)
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Converting to PAPR for FMTs

ÅPowered Air Purifying Respirators provide adequate 

protection.  No plan to send teams into hazardous 

atmospheres. 

ÅRequirement for a stress test to wear SCBA highlights 

the inherent hazard and aggravation of SCBA use.

ÅLess maintenance required for equipment stored on 

response trucks


