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Radcon Staffing Challenges 

Facing the Nuclear Industries

• At the November 2007 Radcon EFCOG meeting, Greg 

Perkins gave a presentation titled “Radiation 

Protection Staffing – Are We Ready for the “Boomer” 

Retirements?”

• He cited six references in his paper, and concluded 

that the lack of adequate Radcon staffing is an ongoing 

concern, and that the issue will remain a continuing 

EFCOG topic.
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Radcon Staffing Challenges 

Facing the Nuclear Industries

• This provides some updated data published by the Health 

Physics Society Academic Education Committee in October 

2007, and is referred to as the “Health Physics Education 

Reference Book.”

• According to this report, there are twenty-five colleges and 

universities offering some type of HP degree.

• The data indicates that as of the Fall 2007 semester, there are 

681 students enrolled in the HP programs as follows:

Associate = 41, Bachelors = 243, Masters = 275, PhD = 122
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Radcon Staffing Challenges 

Facing the Nuclear Industries

To access on the web:

1. Go to the HPS website www.hps.org

http://www.hps.org/
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Radcon Staffing Challenges 

Facing the Nuclear Industries

2. On the HPS main page, there are eight sections –

click on “College Students”
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Radcon Staffing Challenges 

Facing the Nuclear Industries

3. On the “College Students” 

main page, in Kevin Nelson’s 

(HPS President) welcome 

section, click on link titled 

“Health Physics Education 

Reference Book”.

4. The book is 76 pages long 

and contains details of each 

school’s HP educational 

programs.
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Programs with Degrees or Options in HP

Programs Location Degrees Granted 

Bloomsburg Pennsylvania  BS   

Clemson South Carolina   MS PhD 

Colorado State Colorado   MS PhD 

Duke North Carolina   MS  

Francis Marion  South Carolina  BS   

Idaho State Idaho AA BS MS PhD 

Illinois Institute of Technology Illinois   MS  

Linn State Technical College Missouri AA    

Louisiana State Louisiana   MS PhD 

Ohio State Ohio   MS PhD 

Oregon State Oregon  BS MS PhD 

Purdue  Indiana  BS MS PhD 
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Programs with Degrees or Options in HP

Programs Location Degrees Granted 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute New York  BS MS PhD 

San Diego State California   MS  

Texas A & M Texas  BS MS PhD 

Texas State Texas AA    

Uniformed Services  Maryland   MS PhD 

University Of Cincinnati Ohio   MS PhD 

University of Florida Florida  BS MS PhD 

University of Massachusetts Lowell Massachusetts  BS MS PhD 

University of Michigan Michigan  BS MS PhD 

University of Missouri-Columbia Missouri   MS PhD 

University of Nevada Las Vegas Nevada  BS MS  

University of Tennessee Tennessee  BS MS PhD 

Vanderbilt University Tennessee   MS PhD 
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Schools with Associate Degree HP Programs

School 
HP Enrollment 

(Fall 2007) 

HP Grads 

(09/06 – 08/07) 

HP Grads 

(09/05 – 08/06) 

Idaho State 8 0 2 

Linn State Technical College 28 14 6 

Texas State 5 3 7 

Totals 41 17 15 
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Schools with Bachelor of Science HP Programs

School 

HP 

Enrollment 

(Fall 2007) 

HP Grads 

(09/06 – 08/07) 

HP Grads 

(09/05 – 08/06) 

Bloomsburg 14 5 1 

Francis Marion 18 3 1 

Idaho State 5 2 2 

Oregon State 33 7 6 

Purdue University 73 18 26 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 20 5 5 

Texas A & M 30 7 8 

University of Florida 12 2 2 

University of Massachusetts Lowell 11 2 2 

University of Michigan 13 4 8 

University of Nevada Las Vegas 4 2 2 

University of Tennessee 10 10 10 

Totals 243 67 73 
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Schools with Masters of Science HP Programs

School 

HP 

Enrollment 

(Fall 2007) 

HP Grads 

(09/06 – 08/07) 

HP Grads 

(09/05 – 08/06) 

Clemson 7 2 3 

Colorado State 9 0 1 

Duke University 0 1 0 

Idaho State University 35 3 4 

Illinois Institute of Technology 60 9 8 

Louisiana State 0 0 0 

Ohio State 3 0 2 

Oregon State 
22 MS 

17 MHP 

1 MS 

0 MHP 

7 MS 

0 MHP 

Purdue 
5 MS 

7MP 
3 1 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 2 1 1 

San Diego State University 12 4 6 
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Schools with Masters of Science HP Programs

School 

HP 

Enrollment 

(Fall 2007) 

HP Grads 

(09/06 – 08/07) 

HP Grads 

(09/05 – 08/06) 

Texas A & M 18 5 6 

Uniformed Services University  1 3 0 

University of Cincinnati 2 1 4 

University of Florida 3 1 2 

University of Massachusetts Lowell 25 7 9 

University of Michigan 10 6 6 

University of Missouri-Columbia 5 1 2 

University of Nevada Las Vegas 16 4 4 

University of Tennessee 15 3 4 

Vanderbilt 1 1 0 

Totals 275 56 70 
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Schools with PhD Programs

School 

HP 

Enrollment 

(Fall 2007) 

HP Grads 

(09/06 – 08/07) 

HP Grads 

(09/05 – 08/06) 

Clemson 4 0 2 

Colorado State 2 1 0 

Duke University 2 0 0 

Idaho State University 12 2 0 

Louisiana State 0 0 0 

Ohio State 0 0 0 

Oregon State 5 1 0 

Purdue 

2 HP 

16 MP 

2 RB 

0 0 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 8 1 1 

Texas A & M 13 2 0 
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Schools with PhD Programs

School 

HP 

Enrollment 

(Fall 2007) 

HP Grads 

(09/06 – 08/07) 

HP Grads 

(09/05 – 08/06) 

Uniformed Services University  1 0 0 

University of Cincinnati 5 1 1 

University of Florida 2 0 1 

University of Massachusetts Lowell 22 0 3 

University of Michigan 8 3 2 

University of Missouri-Columbia 3 0 0 

University of Tennessee 15 0 0 

Vanderbilt 0 0 0 

Totals 122 11 10 
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Conclusion

• I mentioned at our November 2007 EFCOG meeting that I was 

working with Aiken Technical College (ATC) in Aiken, SC, to 

create a certificate and Associate Degree program in Radiation 

Protection.

• I will provide a status update as of 02/27/08, when the first 

formal ATC Radiation Protection Advisory Board Meeting was 

held.

• Group discussion on other activities throughout DOE complex.


