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Disclaimer
The PowerPoint presentation given by William B. Wark, 

Board Member, the United States Chemical Safety and 
Hazard Investigation Board is for general informational 
purposes only.  The presentation represents the 
individual views of the Board Member and all references, 
conclusions or other statements regarding current on 
going CSB investigations are preliminary in nature and 
do not represent a formal adopted product of the Board.   
Users of this presentation should also note that the 
contents were compiled solely for this presentation.  For 
specific and accurate information on completed 
investigations, please refer to the final printed version 
by going to the CSB website at www.csb.gov. and clicking 
on the specific report desired under completed 
investigations

http://www.csb.gov/
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Todayôs presentation

ÅThe Chemical Safety Board

ÅRecent accidents

ÅLessons learned from investigations

ÅProcess Safety Management
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What is the CSB?

ÅThe CSB is an independent U.S. federal 
agency charged with investigating 
chemical accidents

ÅAuthorized by United States Congress in 
1990 (Clean Air Act-reauthorization)

ÅModeled after the National Transportation 
Safety Board

ÅProfessional investigation staff

ÅLocated in Washington, DC
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What does the CSB do?

ÅWe investigate accidents in the 

chemical industry.

ÅWe determine root causes

ÅWe make recommendations 

Our goal is prevention.
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We Are an Open, Public Agency

Information is essential for safety. 
We rely on the media to inform the public.

Å Regular public statements and interviews

Å Press conferences

Å Public meetings

Å Investigation Reports and Digests

Å Safety Bulletins 

Å Videos

Å Website www.csb.gov

http://www.csb.gov/
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How is the CSB different from 

EPA, OSHA and NRC?

ÅThe CSB independently investigates 

accidents and makes its findings public 

ÅWe are not an enforcement/regulatory 

agency

ÅWe do not assess fines or penalties

ÅCan Issue subpoenas
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Investigation Criteria

ÅDeaths or injuries onsite or offsite

ÅOffsite impact ïevacuation, shelter-

in-place

ÅPotential lessons learned

ÅCompany history
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Types of Accidents That We 

Investigate

ÅAccidents in chemical plants, oil 
refineries and facilities using 
chemicals

ÅToxic gas releases

ÅExplosions

ÅOther fatalities e.g. confined space
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In a typical year

ÅIncidents evaluated by the CSB ï650

ÅCSB Investigations ï8 to 12
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Types of facilities involved in our 

investigations

Å Large chemical companies                   7

Å Small chemical companies                 16

Å Large oil and gas  operations               4

Å Small oil and gas operations                5

Å General industry                                    9 

Å General studies of chemical 
hazards                                                   4 
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Current Investigations
16 Feb 2007

Valero McKee Refinery

Sunray, TX 

2 Injured ï400 evacuated

Propane fire 

DeAsphalting Unit

30 Jan 2007

Little Giant Store

Ghent, WV

4 Killed ï5 seriously injured

Propane storage tank

22 Nov 2006

CAI/Arnel Chemical Plant

Danvers, MA

Explosion

Property Damage

5 Oct 2006

EQ Hazardous Waste Plant

Apex, NC

Explosion & Fire

16,000 residents evacuated

31 Jan 2006

Synthron Chemical

Morganton, NC

Explosion

1 Fatality & 12 injuries

1500-gallon batch reactor
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Other significant 

accidents of varying 

types weôve investigated 

includeééé.
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Synthron (Photo:  Todd Huffman  The Morganton News Herald)


